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B.C. Wood Fibre Resources
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Alternative energy products - wood pellets, ethanol,  
bio-diesel, xylose, syngas 
Engineered wood products - cross-laminated timbers,  
high strength and stiffness composite lumber products,  
high strength and stiffness hybrid engineered wood products,  
new fibre-polymer composite wood products
New building systems
Under Development and of Interest to B.C.
	 Hemicellulose separation from chips to produce furfural
	 Methanol capture during pulping to make chlorine dioxide,  

commercial grade methanol and as an input to make  
dimethyl ether

	 Resins and carbon fibres from lignin

Next Generation  
Manufacturing

Art
Cabinets and  
furniture
Dissolving pulps 
(leads directly to 
biochemicals and  
materials like rayon)

Glulam
Laminated veneer 
lumber (LVL)
Log/timber homes
Mouldings
Pallets & boxes

Posts & poles
Tall oil
Treated lumber
Windows & doors
Wood I-joists

Traditional  
Value-added

British Columbia Forest Products 

Type Typical Products

For information on British Columbia  
certification by area and type see  
www.certificationcanada.org/maps/bc.php  
and for an overview relating to certification see 
www.naturallywood.com/Sustainable- 
Forests/Third-Party-Certification.aspx
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Area Certified in British Columbia  
compared with the World (January 2009)

Canada has 91 per cent of its original forest 
cover, more than any other country, and its  
rate of deforestation has been virtually zero  
for more than 20 years.

Source: Forest Products Association of Canada

Commodities such as solid wood and pulp are 
key B.C. wood products, but the future also 
holds the promise of new products and new 
services – whether bioenergy, bio-chemicals,  
or new high-value building products.

Forest sustainability is a guiding principle 
in the management of B.C. forests.  
Certification and chain of custody are  
playing increasing roles in the production 
and marketing of B.C. wood products.  
The province is a world leader in third-
party forest certification. 

In September 2010, British Columbia had 
54 million hectares (more than 133 million 
acres) certified using at least one of three

 third-party certification programs.  
B.C. has more certified land than any  
other jurisdiction in the world, except  
for Canada as a whole.

Within B.C. three major certification 
standards are used:  Canadian Standards 
Association (CSA), Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) and Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI).

The Vancouver 2010 Olympic  
and Paralympic Winter Games 
showcased B.C. wood products, 
wood construction techniques  
and advanced wood engineering  
and design. The Richmond Olympic 
Oval, with its unique, all-wood roof 
highlights the range of standard 
materials available directly from 
British Columbia mills.  
 
Its construction used one million 
board feet of spruce-pine-fir  
commodity dimension lumber, 
19,000 sheets of Douglas-fir  
plywood in the roof panels and one 
million board feet of Douglas-fir lam 
stock lumber in the glulam beams. 

For more on B.C. forest products  
see the chart below.

B.C. Wood  
Specialties

Commodity Boards
Chips
Hog fuel

Panels 
Plywood
Pulp and paper

Shakes and 
shingles
Standard dimensional  
lumber



Tenure is how the government transfers 
specific rights to use Crown (public) forest  
and range land and resources to others.  
Private forest companies, communities and 
individuals gain the right to harvest timber 
in public forests through tenure agreements  
with the B.C. government.

Increasing the utilization of wood fibre 
from forests is a key part of the BC Bionergy 
Strategy (www.energyplan.gov.bc.ca/ 
bioenergy/). In the Interior, new  
opportunities are emerging to utilize  
mountain pine beetle killed trees for the 
generation of electric power, the manufac-
ture of wood pellets and other wood fibre 
derived products. On the coast, the use 
of logging waste has the potential to add 
further diversification.

There are significant opportunities to enter 
into business-to-business relationships to 
gain access to wood fibre on virtually any 
tenure that involves timber harvesting. 
This includes: major licences, timber sales 
licences, community forest agreements, 
woodlots, licences to cut, and government 
programs like “Forests for Tomorrow”. 

Opportunities exist to expand or tap into  
new markets. The B.C. forest sector has 
ready access to the major markets of the 
United States, Japan and Korea, where  
B.C. has already established connections. 
B.C. is Canada’s Pacific Gateway to Asia and 
through our ports and well developed rail 
and road infrastructure provides access to 
Asian and North American markets. 

New provincial initiatives such as the Wood 
First Initiative and the Wood First Act will  
help generate new demand for wood.  
The Act promotes the use of wood products  
by requiring provincially-funded build-
ing projects to use wood as the primary 
construction material. In an average year, 
the Province funds about $3 billion worth 
of capital projects. The Wood First Initiative 
will help stimulate the domestic market 
by promoting the structural use of wood 
for commercial, institutional and mid-rise 
residential buildings. New investment 
opportunities will become possible as new 
and innovative wood building products are 
developed. As well, B.C.’s technical expertise 
lends itself to additional or expanded inter-
national opportunities and partnerships.

British Columbia has a huge forest industry 
that is export oriented. The province is 
home to efficient logging operators and 
pulp manufacturers and our Interior 
lumber producers are among the largest 
and most cost-competitive in the world. 
Our forestry companies have and can 
offer world-leading management and 
technical expertise in the lumber, pulp and 
paper sectors. British Columbia is a leader 
in advanced wood technology, including 
design and construction of buildings which 
are resistant to earthquakes and employ 
the large scale use of wood.

Our research, technology and innovation 
endeavours have the ability to unlock the 
potential of forest resources previously 
dismissed as waste or unusable.  
Under-utilized species, smaller stems,  
dead trees, mill residue, and debris from 
silviculture or harvesting, now have new 
value as raw materials for next generation 

forest products. New opportunities may 
open up for both primary and secondary 
producers, as well as for new participants 
in the forest sector.

In the case of under-utilized fibre, the  
provincial government will have the  
ability (expected Fall 2010) to issue a 
secondary tenure (known as a Forestry 
Licence to Cut or Fibre Supply Licence to 
Cut) to utilize logging debris that is left 
behind on landings and roadsides,  
provided that the current tenure holder 
has notified the government that they 
have no further interest in the material. 
This new tenure will be a tool that can  
be used when a third-party agreement 
such as a business-to-business  
(B2B) arrangement cannot be made 
between the current tenure holder and 
investors interested in the under-utilized 
fibre resource. 

In 2009, B.C. was the number one supplier of 
softwood lumber by volume to the United 
States and Japan and the number one supplier 
of softwood lumber by value to Korea.

B.C. Wood  
Fibre Opportunities



Ministry of Forests and Range 

Shelagh Ryan-McNee 
Executive Director, Competiveness  
and Innovation Division 
1.250.387.2248 
Shelagh.RyanMcNee@gov.bc.ca

Peter Jacobsen 
Director, Business Response and  
Compensation 
1.250.387.8643 
Peter.Jacobsen@gov.bc.ca

Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd.

Phone: 1.604.685.7507 
Fax: 1.604.685.5373

www.bcfii.ca 
info@bcfii.ca 
www.naturallywood.com

Kevin Regan 
Director, Corporate Relations

Sonya Zeitler-Fletcher 
Director, Market Outreach

BC Log and Timber Building Industry Association   www.logbuilders.net/index.html 
BC Shake and Shingle Association   www.bcshakeshingle.com 
BC Wood Specialties Group Association   www.bcwood.com 
Coast Forest Products Association   www.coastforest.org 
Council of Forest Industries   www.cofi.org 
Forest Products Association of Canada   www.fpac.ca 
Independent Lumber Remanufacturing Association   www.ilrabc.org 
Interior Lumber Manufacturers Association   www.ilma.com 
International Log Builders Association   www.logassociation.org 
Truck Loggers Association   www.tla.ca 
Vancouver Island Value Added Association of Wood Processors  
www.islandpages.com/viawp/ 
Forests for Tomorrow   www.forestsfortomorrow.com/fft/home/forests-tomorrow  
Generating More Value from Our Forests: A Vision and Action Plan for  
Further Manufacturing    www.for.gov.bc.ca/het/valueadded/  
State of British Columbia’s Forests report   www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/sof/  
Wood First Initiative   www.for.gov.bc.ca/mof/woodfirst/ 

Associations Contacts




